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About Barnard College 

Barnard College, an Ivy League institution situated in the vibrant city of New 

York, stands among the most renowned women's colleges in the United States. 

Barnard also enjoys a close and distinctive bond with Columbia University. 

Students share academic resources along with extracurricular activities, athletic 

fields, and even dining halls. All tenured Barnard professors are also tenured at 

Columbia University, where they're free to pursue their academic research with 

full access to the world-class resources of a historic research university. 

Students at Barnard College experience two extremes of higher education: a 

small, women's liberal arts college and a large, coed Ivy League university just 

across the street.

Elevate Your Academic Journey 

July 20th - August 9th, 2025

2025 
Barnard College of Columbia University, 
MasterScholar Summer Research Program

Fast Facts: Columbia University

*	 Founded in 1754—one of the oldest universities in the United States

*	 One of the eight Ivy League Universities

*	 Alumni include 96 Nobel Prize Winners

*	 Ranked 12th in Best National Universities (US News & World Report, 2024)

Fast Facts: Barnard College

*	 Founded in 1889

*	 One of the most prestigious "Seven Sisters" liberal arts colleges

*	 Ranked 11th in National Liberal Arts Colleges (US News & World Report, 2024)

*	 Ranked 25th in Best Undergraduate Teaching (US News & World Report, 2024)

of  Columbia University
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About the Barnard MasterScholar Program 

The Barnard MasterScholar Program is a highly selective interdisciplinary 

summer research program, built for high school students who seek a 

meaningful, engaging, and rigorous pre-college academic experience. 

The longstanding relationship between Barnard College and Columbia 

University offers students a unique learning environment, with the 

chance to enjoy campus life and academics at both a renowned 

women's liberal arts college and an Ivy League university. 

Designed to give students a head start on college-level research, the 

Barnard MasterScholar Program is built around interdisciplinary studies: 

students choose multiple subject areas spanning STEM, the arts, and 

the humanities, combining them into an innovative research topic that 

explores the intersections between these fields. The accompanying 

coursework features small, seminar-style classes taught by Barnard and 

Columbia professors, expert guest lecturers, and advising and support 

from a dedicated staff of teaching assistants. 

Upon completion of the program, students receive a program 

completion certificate and a Barnard College transcript. But what 

students will remember most will be their experiences: exploring their 

academic passions, getting a taste of campus life in the heart of New 

York City, and making lasting connections with like-minded peers.

Program Overview
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About New York

New York City, the city that never sleeps, is a haven for art 

and culture.

The city's streets are lined with world-class museums, such 

as the Metropolitan Museum of Art and the Museum of 

Modern Art (MoMA), housing countless masterpieces that 

span centuries and artistic styles. The legendary Theater 

District, where dazzling musicals and thought-provoking 

plays light up the stages every night, draws audiences from 

all over the world. The city is also filled with countless book 

stores, libraries, art galleries, and research centers.

In New York City, art and culture are not just niches; they 

are the lifeblood that courses through the veins of the city. 

MasterScholar students get the chance to experience New 

York's diverse, dynamic culture firsthand, making for an 

unparalleled intellectual environment. During their free time, 

students are also offered TA-led extracurricular activities 

and day trips to help them explore the city.

About MasterScholar Programs

MasterScholar programs are highly selective, hands-on 

academic summer courses built for talented and ambitious 

high school students. Led by faculty from top-tier U.S. 

universities, the programs focus on crucial college readiness 

skills like research methodology, academic writing, and 

critical thinking. 

MasterScholar is offered by KSE Global Education, an 

international education provider that has offered rigorous 

academic enrichment programs and assessments since 

2012. 

For more information on MasterScholar, 

please visit master-scholar.com.
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Program Highlights

Designed Collaboratively with Barnard College of Columbia University

The Barnard MasterScholar Summer Research Program is offered jointly by MasterScholar and Barnard College, 

and taught by faculty from Barnard College and Columbia University. At its core are small, seminar-style classes, 

lectures, and TA-guided research, mirroring the academic research process at the university level.

Experience Life on Campus

Students admitted to the program will receive a lifelong Barnard College student record. They'll also enjoy 

the same housing, dining, academic, and residential facilities available to undergraduate students — including 

libraries, multi-story fitness centers, campus medical resources, school clubs, and summer activities programs. 

Undergraduate teaching assistants will also help students acclimate to campus life, providing a welcoming 

introduction to the college experience.

Innovative Courses and Research Topics in Interdisciplinary Studies

Drawing on Barnard's abundant academic resources, the program's focus on interdisciplinary studies allows 

students to examine their research topics from a wide variety of perspectives. Under the guidance of professors 

and teaching assistants, students enhance skills ranging from research methodology to data analysis, critical 

thinking, and academic writing.

Comprehensive Outcomes

At the end of the program, students will present their research outcomes to their peers and professors in the 

form of a project showcase. A student's research project, completed under the guidance of the program's 

professors and teaching assistants, can serve as the basis for an academic research paper or even a longer-term 

research study in the future. After meeting graduation requirements, students receive a program completion 

certificate and a Barnard College transcript.
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Program Details

Program Duration: July 20th-August 9th, 2025

Demographics: 

The Barnard Summer Research Program is not limited to women. Students of all genders are eligible 

to apply.

Key Dates:

• Jul 20th: Arrival & Check-In

• Jul 21st: Orientation & Classes Begin

• Aug 8th: Project Showcase & Closing Event

• Aug 9th: Program Close & Student Check-Out

The program encompasses a total of 15 days of classroom instruction. 

Location: Barnard College and Columbia University Campuses in Manhattan, New York

Housing: Student Dormitories at Barnard College 

Dining: Meal Plan at Barnard Dining Halls

Class Size: 8-15 students per class 

2025
Barnard  
MasterScholar
Summer Research Program

College of 
Columbia University
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Curriculum & Activities

Academic Curriculum

The Barnard MasterScholar Program curriculum is designed to provide students with foundational research, 

writing, discussion, and critical thinking skills to aid their academic achievement in college. The curriculum 

features an innovative blend of in-class instruction, small-group seminars, independent study sessions, and visits 

from expert guest speakers, culminating in the completion of independent, interdisciplinary research projects.

CORE Course: 

Every week, students receive 3-5 hours of in-class instruction taught by Barnard College faculty. The CORE 

Course is influenced by Barnard's robust offerings in its academic programs for first-year students. Regardless 

of its subject area, each CORE class will consist of an intimate, writing-intensive course that introduces students 

to the intellectual life of the college, and equips them with critical reading, discussion, and writing skills that cross 

disciplinary boundaries.

Coaching Sessions:

Each afternoon, students attend study sessions led by Barnard teaching assistants (TAs). Each day features a 

different theme:

• Writing Fellows Sessions: TA-led, seminar-style group discussions focused on building writing skills

• Speaking Fellows Sessions: TA-led, seminar-style group discussions focused on practicing public speaking

• Research Fellows Sessions: TA-led, seminar-style group discussions focused on enhancing research skills

• Study Halls: guided self-study, with support from TAs, focused on students' independent research projects

Coffee Chats: 

Once per week, students have the opportunity to meet with guest lecturers for "Coffee Chats." This format 

allows students to engage in discussion with guest speakers, facilitating a collaborative and intimate learning 

environment. Students are encouraged to think critically, ask questions, and explore new avenues of knowledge. 

Project Showcase:

At the end of the program, students present their interdisciplinary research projects in the form of a Project 

Showcase: the culmination of the program's focus on research, writing, and public speaking, and excellent 

preparation for university research presentations.

Extracurricular Activities

Summer academic programs aren't just about coursework — they should also be fun! The Barnard-Columbia 

MasterScholar Program's extracurricular activities are designed to help students build connections with their 

peers, get a taste of campus life, and experience New York's vibrant cultural atmosphere.

• Welcome Ceremony & Icebreaker Activities 

• Barnard & Columbia Campus Tours

• Weekend Outings (may require extra fees)

• Optional: Fitness Classes at Columbia University

• Optional: Columbia Student Club Activities & Summer Events

"Junior Junction" Information Sessions: 

Admissions officers from Barnard College and Columbia University host official information sessions, offering 

insights into academic programs, student life, and the latest admissions policies at their institutions. Students gain 

first-hand knowledge of what a world-class university looks for in its ideal candidates.
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Program Outcomes

Barnard College 
Transcript

Certificate 
of Completion

Independent 
Research Project

Application Requirements 

To learn more about admission requirements and submit an application, please visit master-scholar.com

Eligibility Requirements: 

•	Eligible applicants include rising 10th-12th graders, recent high school graduates, or students taking a gap year, 

aged 15 to 19.

•	Participants must be at least 15 years old at the start of the program.

•	The Barnard Summer Research Program is not limited to women. Students of all genders are eligible to apply.

Application Requirements:

Application Form
•	Applicants must complete the program application form, upload supporting documents, pay the application fee 

($20), and submit an application prior to the submission deadline.

Academic Records
•	High school transcript containing all available grades starting from 9th grade (or the equivalent of the U.S. 9th 

grade) to the present.

•	Transcripts must be in English or come with a translation. International students not graded according to the U.S. 

grading system should provide a grading key with the transcript.

Personal Statement 
•	Submit a personal statement responding to a prompt specified by Barnard MasterScholar program faculty.

English Proficiency Requirement: 
•	International students (those who are not citizens or Permanent Residents of the United States) must provide 

proof of English language proficiency. Please visit the MasterScholar website (master-scholar.com) to learn 

more about the English Proficiency Requirement.
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Key Dates & Deadlines Program Fees

The Barnard MasterScholar Program reviews applications on a rolling basis. Applicants will receive a decision 

within seven business days of submitting their application.

•	 Applications Open: Dec. 15, 2024

•	 Final Application Deadline: Mar. 31, 2025

•	 Decisions Released: 

	» Within 7 business days of application submission

	» Last possible release date: Apr. 7, 2025

•	 Deposit Payment Deadline: 

	» 3 weeks after applicant receives their decision

	» Last day to submit deposit: Apr. 15, 2025

	» Deposit fee: $7,000

•	 Full Program Fee Payment Deadline: 

	» Apr. 30, 2025

	» Full program fee: $12,500 (includes deposit fee)

•	 Program Start:

	» Jul. 20, 2025

	» The MasterScholar support team will provide pre-departure information to help students prepare for the     

          program.

Total Program Fees Notes

$12,500

Program fees cover:

Tuition fees, teaching facility usage, international student travel health insurance, airport pick-
up and drop-off, housing, meal plan, management fees, and student services fees

Program fees do NOT cover:

Round-trip transportation expenses to and from New York City, all expenses associated with 
visa processing, weekend activity fees, personal expenses during weekend outings, Barnard 
international student registration fee, and official Barnard transcript fee

2025
Barnard  
MasterScholar
Summer Research Program

College of 
Columbia University
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Disclaimer: The images used in this brochure are for illustrative purposes only. Any resemblance to actual persons or events is coincidental.



Elevate Your 
Academic Journey 

contact@ksedu.co

https://barnard.master-scholar.com/


